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16A.01 CREATION; COMMISSIONER; DEPUTIES; EMPLOYEES. Subdivi-
sion 1. The department of finance is hereby created under the control and super­
vision of the commissioner of finance, which office is hereby established. The com­
missioner is the chief accounting officer, the principal financial officer and the state 
controller. 

Subd. 2. The commissioner of finance is appointed by the governor by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. The commissioner so appointed shall have 
broad experience as an executive financial manager. The commissioner shall serve 
at the pleasure of the governor. A vacancy in the office of the commissioner shall 
be filled by the governor, with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Subd. 3. The commissioner may appoint two deputy commissioners, and a 
confidential secretary, each of whom shall serve a t the pleasure of the commis­
sioner in the unclassified service. Except as may be otherwise provided for by law, 
the commissioner shall fix the compensation of each deputy. A deputy may per­
form and exercise a power, duty, or responsibility imposed by law on the commis­
sioner when authorized so to do by the commissioner. 

Subd. 4. Subject: to the provisions of Laws 1973, Chapter 492 and to other 
applicable laws governing a state department or agency, the commissioner shall 
organize the department and employ such other officers, employees, and agents 
as he may deem necessary to discharge the functions of his department, define the 
duties of such officers, employees, and agents and to delegate to them any of his 
powers, duties, and responsibilities subject to his control and under such condi­
tions as he may prescribe. Personnel employed pursuant to this subdivision are 
in the classified service of the state civil service. 

11973 c 492 s 11 

16A.02 TRANSFER OF DUTD3S FROM STATE AUDITOR. Subdivision 1. 
Except as otherwise provided for in this section, all the powers, duties, and re-
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sponsibilities now vested in and imposed upon the state auditor are hereby trans­
ferred to, vested in, and imposed upon the department of finance. 

Subd. 2. The state auditor shall continue to exercise the powers, duties, and 
responsibilities which heretofore have been or which may hereafter be by law 
vested in, and imposed upon him relating to certifying the state tax to the several 
county auditors, certifying the tax necessary to be levied in connection with the 
repayment of moneys borrowed by the state or its department and agencies or 
moneys loaned by the state as authorized by law; he shall also continue to exer­
cise such powers, duties and responsibilities prescribed by the constitution and as 
a member of a governmental council, board or association. 

1X973 c 492 s 21 

16A.04 TRANSFER OF POWERS FROM DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRA­
TION. Subdivision 1. The department of finance shall prepare a biennial budget 
and a ten year cash receipts and disbursement projection in consultation with the 
commissioner of administration under the supervision of the governor. In even 
numbered years immediately before the inauguration of a new governor, such 
budget and a ten year cash receipts and disbursement projection shall be prepared 
under the supervision of the governor-elect. 

Subd. 2. All the powers, duties, and responsibilities now vested in and imposed 
upon the commissioner of administration by sections 3.30, relating to the contin­
gent fund; 16.027, relating to payrolls; 16.138, relating to reimbursements; 16.14, 
16.15, and 16.155 relating to budgets and the budget, are transferred to, vested in 
and imposed upon the department of finance. 

Subd. 3. All the powers, duties, and responsibilities now vested in and imposed 
upon the commissioner of administration by sections 16.20, 16.245, 16.25, 16.62, 
16.63, 16.64 and any other law relating to the supervision and control of accounts 
and expenditures of the state government, its departments and agencies including 
but not limited to fees, payroll deductions, tax withholding, and compensation 
schedules, are hereby transferred to, vested in, and imposed upon the department 
of finance. 

Subd. 4. The department of finance may make rules and regulations governing 
the powers, duties, and responsibilities transferred to it under the terms of Laws 
1973, Chapter 492. 

[1973 c 492 s 41 
16A.05 TRANSFER OF CERTAIN APPROPRIATIONS. The moneys hereto 

fore appropriated to the commissioner of administration in the payroll clearance 
revolving fund in the state treasury is hereby reappropriated to the department 
of finance for the same purposes and uses as set forth in section 16.80, subdivi­
sion 1, clause (g). Any accumulation in said fund from profits or otherwise is also 
reappropriated to the department of finance for such purposes. 

11973 c 492 s 51 

16A.055 DUTD3S OF COMMISSIONER. The commissioner of finance shall 
exercise the rights, powers, and duties vested in and imposed upon his office. He 
shall have charge of the administration of the financial affairs of the state. He 
shall keep the general books of account of the state. The general books of account 
shall be on a double entry control basis, with such revenue, expenditure, asset and 
liability accounts as will give complete control over all financial and expenditure 
operations of the state and over all officials, departments, and agencies of the state 
government. Accounts shall be set both as to expenditures and revenue according 
to generally accepted practice in governmental accounting. The commissioner of 
finance shall formulate and prescribe for all departments and other state agencies 
a system of uniform records, accounts, statements, estimates, revenue receipt 
forms, vouchers, bills, and demands with suitable instructions governing the 
installation and use thereof. The accounting system and form so prescribed shall 
be adopted and employed by all officials, departments, and agencies of the state 
government. The commissioner of finance shall exercise constant supervision and 
control thereof. All accounting and financial records shall be kept on the fiscal 
year basis of 12 months ending at midnight between June 30 and July 1. The com­
missioner of finance and his designated agents shall at all times have free access to 
the books, records, accounts, and papers of the several departments and agencies. 

11939 c 431 art 3 s 1; 1955 c 863 s 15; 1973 c 492 s 31 (80-2) 
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16A.06 OTHER POWERS. The commissioner of finance: 
(1) Shall require each department in the executive branch to prepare financial 

reports in such form, and to be made at such intervals, as he may prescribe which 
will permit administrative and legislative comparisons of spending plans in rela­
tion to appropriations for programs and activities; 

(2) Shall formulate and prescribe a system of measuring the effect of fund 
expenditures which will permit the evaluation and comparisons of the cost of 
functions or programs; 

(3) Shall require each department to state in writing objectives of each ac­
tivity or function authorized against which performance may be measured. The 
objectives shall be specific as to amount and time and for a period including the 
current and the following biennium and reported at such times and in such form 
as the commissioner shall direct; 

(4) Shall require the department of revenue and other departments in the 
executive branch to report at his designated intervals concerning estimates of in­
come and receipts whether from taxes or otherwise, and use such information in 
evaluating the financial condition and affairs of the state; 

(5) Shall make such reports concerning the financial affairs of the state as 
the governor or the commissioner of administration may direct in addition to such 
reporting as may be otherwise prescribed by law; 

(6) Shall require such reports and other information of the state treasurer 
and other departments and agencies in the executive branch as will permit formu­
lation of policy on all fiscal and financial matters of state government. 

11973 C 492 s 6; 1973 c 582 s 31 
16A.07 EFFECT OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS. Subdivision 1. With ref­

erence to the powers, duties, and responsibilities which by Laws 1973, Chapter 492 
have been transferred to the department of finance, the department of finance is 
deemed to be the successor of the state auditor, and the commissioner of adminis­
tration and the matters within the jurisdiction of such former offices shall not 
be deemed to be a new authority. 

Subd. 2. Any proceeding, court action, prosecution, or other business or matter 
undertaken or commenced prior to the passage of Laws 1973, Chapter 492 with 
reference to powers, duties, and responsibilities of the state auditor, or the com­
missioner of administration which by Laws 1973, Chapter 492 are transferred to 
the commissioner of finance are hereby assigned to the department of finance, and 
such pending matters may be continued and completed by the department of 
finance in the same manner and under the same terms and conditions and with 
the same effect as if such matters were undertaken, commenced and completed 
prior to the time of such transfer. 

Subd. 3. With reference to the powers, duties, and responsibilities transferred 
by Laws 1973, Chapter 492 from the state auditor, and the department of admin­
istration to the department of finance, the state auditor, the state treasurer and 
the commissioner of administration shall transfer and deliver to the department 
of finance all contracts, books, maps, papers, notes, bonds, cash, securities, money, 
records, and other property of every description within their jurisdiction or control 
relating thereto. The commissioner of finance is directed to take possession of such 
matters which have been transferred to his department. The commissioner of 
finance may require the public examiner to make such audits as he may deem 
necessary in addition to those required by law in connection with this section. 

Subd. 4. Whenever in any other general law, heretofore or hereafter adopted, 
or any document, record, or proceeding authorized by the same, any word or phrase 
is used in reference to or descriptive of any power, duty, or responsibility which 
by Laws 1973, Chapter 492 is transferred from the state auditor, or the commis­
sioner of administration to the department of finance, such word, phrase, or refer­
ence shall hereafter, unless the context or provision of Laws 1973, Chapter 492 
otherwise requires, be deemed to refer to, include, or describe the department of 
finance. 

Subd. 5. All unexpected funds appropriated to the state auditor, or the com­
missioner of administration for the purposes of any of the powers, duties, and 
responsibilities which by Laws 1973, Chapter 492, are transferred to the depart­
ment of finance are hereby transferred and reappropriated to such department. 
Where unexpended funds appropriated to the state auditor or the department of 
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administration include funds for powers, duties, and responsibilities which are not 
transferred, the governor shall allocate the appropriation between the state audi­
tor, and the department of finance and the commissioner of administration and the 
department of finance, and the money so allocated is hereby reappropriated to 
the department of finance. 

Subd. 6. Except as otherwise provided in Laws 1973, Chapter 492, all persons 
in the classified service of the state and employed by the state auditor or the 
department of administration for the purposes of any of the powers, duties or 
responsibilities which are transferred by Laws 1973, Chapter 492 to the department 
of finance are hereby transferred to the department of finance. 

Subd. 7. The state auditor is the successor of the public examiner as to such 
powers, duties, and responsibilities as have been transferred to him.from the pub­
lic examiner and not a new authority. The legislative auditor is the public examiner 
as to such powers, duties, and responsibilities which the public examiner will con­
tinue to perform but as the legislative auditor. 

Subd. 8. All persons in the classified service of the state and employed by the 
public examiner in performing the duties transferred to the state auditor are 
transferred to the state auditor without loss of any right or privilege. All persons 
in the classified service of the state and employed by the public examiner in per­
forming duties which will be performed by the public examiner as legislative audi­
tor will continue in the classified service without loss of right or privilege. 

Subd. 9. All unexpended funds appropriated to the public examiner shall be 
allocated by the governor between the state auditor and the legislative auditor to 
carry out the divisions of authority prescribed by Laws 1973, Chapter 492 gov­
erning such officers and such reallocated funds are appropriated accordingly. 

[1973c b92 s13] 

16A.08 OFFICE FACILITIES. The commissioner of administration if neces­
sary shall rearrange the offices and space allotted therefor to the state auditor, the 
state treasurer and the commissioner of administration in order to provide the 
department of finance with adequate and proper offices, and to that end may move 
the office facilities. 

11973 C Jf92 S 16] 

16A.09 CERTAIN REIMBURSEMENTS DEPOSITED IN GENERAL FUND. 
Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, reimbursements received by depart­
ments or agencies for services performed by other state agencies for which they 
are not billed shall be transferred for deposit into the general fund. Departments 
or agencies shall report such reimbursements to the commissioner of finance 
when the reimbursement is received. The commissioner after review shall certify 
the amount of each reimbursement to the commissioner of finance and shall report 
such reimbursements to the committee on finance of the senate and the committee 
on appropriations of the house of representatives. Upon certification the commis­
sioner of finance shall transfer to the general fund such amounts from such ac­
counts as the commissioner may designate. 

IEX1971 c3s 66; 1973 c 492 s 14] 
16A.10 COMMISSIONER TO PREPARE BUDGET. Subdivision 1. Budget es­

timate forms. I t shall be the duty of the commissioner, or his designated deputy, 
to prepare the budget for all state departments and agencies, subject to the ap­
proval of the governor. The commissioner shall furnish every department, official, 
and agency of the state authorized to expend state moneys with a sufficient number 
of budget estimate forms for its use by September first of each even-numbered 
year. The budget forms shall be so drawn as to show actual expenditures for 
the two preceding fiscal years, estimated expenditures for the current fiscal 
year, and estimates for each fiscal year of the succeeding biennium, the same 
data In respect to departmental receipts, and an estimated appropriation balance 
at the end of the current fiscal year. The estimated expenditures shall be classi­
fied to set forth the data by funds, organization units, character, and objects of 
expenditures, and the organization units may be subclassified by functions and 
activities. The department revenue estimates shall show the basis upon which 
the estimates were made and the factors involved in the same, and shall be classi­
fied so as to show receipts by funds, organization units, and sources of income. 

Subd. 2. Filing budget estimates. Each such department, official, or agency 
shall, not later than the first day of October preceding the convening of the 
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legislature, file with the commissioner its estimates in the form provided, 
including a full explanation of its requests for any increased appropriations and 
for the expansion of services and the addition of new activities, a statement of 
the work accomplished during the preceding biennium and the work proposed 
to be done for the next biennium, and a list of all employees, their titles, and their 
salaries. The commissioner shall prepare estimates for all departments, boards, 
and agencies that fail to file requests. 

Subd. 3. Report to governor-elect. The commissioner shall report the budget 
estimates to the governor-elect immediately after his election, and shall make 
available to him all information, staff, and facilities in the department relating 
to the budget. 

U939 c 431 art 3 s lfl (5S-18m) 
16A.11 BUDGET SUBMITTED TO LEGISLATURE. Subdivision 1. When to 

be submitted. The governor shall, within three weeks after the first Monday in 
January in each odd-numbered year, submit the budget to the legislature. It shall 
include recommendations as to capital expenditure. The budget shall include two 
parts. 

Subd. 2. Budget message. Part 1 of the budget shall consist of a budget mes­
sage prepared by the governor, including his recommendations with reference to the 
fiscal policy of the state government for the coming biennium, describing the 
important features of the budget plan, embracing a general budget summary set­
ting forth the aggregate figures of the budget so as to show the balanced relation 
between the total proposed expenditures and the total anticipated income, with 
the basis and factors on which the estimates are made, the amount to be borrowed, 
and other means of financing the budget for the ensuing biennium, compared with 
the corresponding figures for at least the last two completed fiscal years and the 
current year. The budget plan shall be supported by explanatory schedules or 
statements, classifying the expenditures contained therein by organization units, 
objects, and funds, and the income by organization units, sources, funds, and the 
proposed amount of new borrowing, as well as proposed new tax or revenue 
sources. The budget plan shall be submitted for all special and dedicated funds, 
as well as the general fund, and shall include the estimated amounts of federal aids, 
for whatever purpose provided, together with estimated expenditures therefrom. 

Subd. 3. Detailed budget estimates. Part 2 of the budget shall embrace the 
detailed budget estimates both of expenditures and revenues. It shall also include 
statements of the bonded indebtedness of the state government, showing the actual 
amount of the debt service for at least the past two completed fiscal years, and 
the estimated amount for the current fiscal year and for the next two fiscal years, 
the debt authorized and unissued, the condition of the sinking funds, and the bor­
rowing capacity. I t shall also contain any statements relative to the financial plan 
which the governor may deem desirable or which may be required by the legislature. 

Subd. 4. Further information furnished. The commissioner shall, upon request, 
furnish the governor or the legislature with any further information required con­
cerning the budget, and shall, upon request, attend hearings of committees of the 
legislature in regard thereto. 

11939 c 431 art 2 s 15; 1969 c 399 s 1; 1973 c 35 s 5; 1974 c 355 s 431 (58-18n) 

16A.12 BUDGET ESTIMATES SUBMITTED TO LEGISLATIVE COMMIT­
TEES. Subdivision 1. The commissioner of finance shall transmit a copy of 
the budget estimates and accompanying information for the biennial budget as 
submitted by each department or agency to the commissioner in accordance with 
section 16A.10, to the committee on finance of the senate and to the committee on 
appropriations of the house of representatives on or before the 15th day of No­
vember preceding the convening of a regular session of the legislature. 

Subd. 2. The budget to the legislature submitted by the governor in accord­
ance with section 16A.11, shall include the budget request of each department or 
agency arranged in tabular form so it may readily be compared with the gover­
nor's budget for each department or agency. 

IEX1971 c3 s 65; 1973 c 492 s 141 

16A.125 PERCENTAGE OF RECED7TS SET ASD3E FOR EXPENSES. Sub­
division 1. It is hereby determined that a charge of five percent of the amounts 
received from the licenses and fees specified in this subdivision does not exceed 
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the reasonable cost and value of the services rendered, or to be rendered, by the 
governor, the secretary of state, the state treasurer, the commissioner of finance, the 
attorney general, the department of administration, the courts, and the legislature, 
in connection with the collection of such licenses and fees and the maintenance of 
the agencies concerned therewith. There is hereby imposed upon the gross receipts 
beginning July 1, 1957 from the receipts of all boards existing and established 
under Minnesota Statutes 1953, Chapters 147, 148, 149, 150A, 151, 153, 154, 155, 156, 
and 326, and any other board or commission now or hereafter existing for the pur­
pose of determining the qualifications, and licensing, of persons seeking to practice 
their trade or profession in this state, a charge of five percent, such charge to be 
determined at the end of each quarter on the gross receipts for such period. The 
proceeds of such charge shall be paid into the state treasury and credited to the 
general fund. 

Subd. 2. The commissioner of finance on or after July 1, of each year, begin­
ning July 1, 1959, shall determine the costs of operating during the preceding 
fiscal year of the following state offices and departments, to-wit: the commissioner 
of finance, the state treasurer, the department of administration, and the state per­
sonnel department, which are attributable to the operations of the state depart­
ment of highways and the division of game and fish of the department of natural 
resources respectively. The costs of the several state offices and departments enu­
merated above attributable to the operations of the state highway department and 
the division of game and fish of the department of natural resources respectively, 
during the preceding fiscal year hereinafter referred to as the attributable amount 
shall be the amount determined by the commissioner of finance as hereinafter 
provided. 

(a) The attributable amount of the state highway department and of the divi­
sion of game and fish respectively of the cost of operating the office of the commis­
sioner of finance shall be the amount of the salaries paid to employees who devote 
their entire time to highway matters or to game and fish matters as the case 
may be, plus the percentage of the amount expended for the salaries of all officers 
and other employees, except the employees no part of whose time is attributable to 
operation of the department of highways or the division of game and fish, of the 
office and for all supplies, and other expenses, which the total number of warrants 
issued by the commissioner of finance for the department of highways or the divi­
sion of game and fish is of the total number of warrants issued by the commis­
sioner of finance for all state purposes. 

(b) The attributable amount of the state highway department and of the divi­
sion of game and fish respectively of the cost of operating the office of the state 
treasurer is the percentage of the amount expended for salaries, supplies and ex­
pense of the office, which the total number of warrants accepted on account of the 
operation of the department of highways or the division of game and fish is of 
the total number of warrants accepted for all state purposes. 

(c) The attributable amount of the state highway department and of the divi­
sion of game and fish respectively of the cost of operating the department of ad­
ministration shall be the total of attributable amounts determined as follows: 

(1) The attributable amount of the cost of operating the division of purchases 
is the percentage of the amount expended for salaries, supplies, and expense of 
the division which the number of requisitions for purchases issued for the depart­
ment of highways or the division of game and fish, is of the total number of requi­
sitions issued for all state purposes. 

(2) The attributable amount of the cost of the general administration of the 
department of finance, the budget division, and the budget engineering divi­
sion is the percentage of the amount expended for salaries, supplies and expenses 
thereof, which the total expenditures of the department of highways or the division 
of game and fish, is of the total expenditures for all state purposes. 

NOTE: Minnesota Statutes 1957, Section 16.20, Subdivision 2, clause (2), was eliminated by Laws 
1959, Chapter 344, Section 1. The clause was re-enacted by Laws 1959, Chapter 667, Section 2, with the 
bracketed material as new matter to read: "(2) The attributable amount of the cost of operating the office 
of the state printer Is the percentage of the amount expended for salaries, supplies, and expense of the office 
which the total number of requisitions for printing for the department of highways [or the division of game 
and fish,] Is of the total number of requisitions for printing issued for all state purposes." 

(3) The attributable amount of the cost of furnishing utilities, custodial and 
maintenance services to the building, grounds and equipment constituting the state 
highway department's central office building by the department of administration 
is the actual cost thereof to the department of administration as determined by 
the commissioner of finance; but nothing herein shall govern the attributable 
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amount of the cost of furnishing utilities, custodial, and maintenance services 
to the portion of the state highway department central office building occupied by 
the motor vehicle division. 

(d) The attributable amount of the state highway department and of the divi­
sion of game and fish respectively of the cost of operating the state personnel 
department is the percentage of the amount expended for salaries, supplies and ex­
pense of the department, which the average number of employees of the depart­
ment of highways or the division of game and fish, during the year is of the aver­
age number of employees employed by the state during the year. 

(e) The attributable amount of the state highway department and of the divi­
sion of game and fish respectively of the cost of operating the office of the legis­
lative auditor is the amount expended by the office for salaries, supplies and 
expense in connection with auditing the department of highways or the division 
of game and fish. 

(f) When the commissioner of administration has determined the total attrib­
utable amount of the cost of the offices and departments enumerated in this sub­
division, he shall certify the amount so determined to the commissioner of finance. 
The several amounts so certified by the commissioner of finance are hereby appro­
priated from the trunk highway fund in the case of the department of highways 
and from the game and fish fund in the case of the division of game and fish to 
the general fund in the state treasury as a reimbursement of moneys expended 
from the general fund by the several state officers and departments enumer­
ated in this subdivision for salaries, supplies and expense expended for services, sup­
plies and expense attributable to highway and to game and fish matters. Upon re­
ceipt of the certification of the commissioner of finance, the commissioner of 
finance shall transfer from the trunk highway fund and from the game and fish 
fund to the general fund in the state treasury the amount certified by the commis­
sioner of finance, and the commissioner of finance is authorized and directed to 
make the appropriate entries in the records of the respective funds. The commis­
sioner of finance shall transmit a duplicate original of the certification to the state 
treasurer who is authorized and directed to make the appropriate entries in his 
records. 

Subd. 3. The commissioner of finance on or after July 1, of each year begin­
ning July 1, 1955, shall determine the costs of the operation during the preceding 
fiscal year of the following state offices and departments: The department of 
finance, the state treasurer, the department of administration, and the state person­
nel department, which is attributable to the operation of the state department of 
employment services. The amount of the cost of the several state offices and depart­
ments enumerated above attributable to the operation of the state department of 
employment services during the preceding fiscal year, hereinafter referred to 
as the attributable amount, shall be the amounts determined by the commissioner 
of finance as hereinafter provided. 

(a) The employment services department's attributable amount of the cost of 
operating the office of the department of finance shall be the percentage of the 
amount of salaries paid to all officers and other employees of the office except those 
employees no part of whose salaries are attributable to the operation of the depart­
ment of employment services and for all supplies, and other expenses which the 
total number of warrants processed by the commissioner of finance for the admin­
istrative salaries, and administrative supplies and expense, exclusive of refunds 
and benefit payments, for the department of employment services is to the total 
number of warrants issued by the commissioner of finance for all state purposes. 

(b) The department of employment services' attributable amount of the cost 
of operating the office of the state treasurer shall be the amount paid to employees 
who devote their entire time to employment services matters, plus the percentage 
of the amount expended for salaries, supplies, and expenses of the office which the 
number of warrants accepted on account of administrative salaries, and admin­
istrative supplies and expenses, exclusive of refunds and benefit payments, for 
the department of employment services is of the total number of warrants accepted 
for all state purposes. 

(c) The department of employment services' attributable amount of the cost 
of operating the department of administration shall be the total of attributable 
amounts determined as follows: 

(1) The attributable amount of the cost of operating the division of purchases 
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is the percentage of the amount expended for salaries, supplies, and expense of 
the division which the number of requisitions for purchases issued for the depart­
ment of employment services is of the total number of requisitions issued for all 
state purposes. 

(2) The attributable amount of the cost of the general administration of the 
department of finance, the budget division, and the budget engineering divi­
sion is the percentage of the amount expended for salaries, supplies and expense 
thereof which the total expenditures, exclusive of refunds and benefit payments, 
of the department of employment services is of the total expenditures for all state 
purposes. 

(d) The employment services department's attributable amount of the cost of 
operating the department of personnel is the percentage of the amount expended 
for salaries, supplies, and expense of the department, which the average number 
of employees of the department of employment services during the year is of the 
average number of employees employed by the state during the year. 

(e) The department of employment services' attributable amount of the cost 
of operating the office of the legislative auditor is the amount expended by the office 
for salaries, supplies and expense in connection with auditing the department of 
employment services. 

(f) When the commissioner of finance has determined the total attrib­
utable amount of the cost of the offices and departments enumerated in this sub­
division he shall certify the amount so determined to the commissioner of finance. 
The several amounts so certified by the commissioner of finance are hereby appro­
priated from employment services contingent fund to the general fund in the state 
treasury as a reimbursement of moneys expended from the general fund by the de­
partments enumerated in this subdivision for salaries, supplies, and expense expended 
for services, supplies and expenses attributable to employment services matters. 
Upon receipt of the certification of the commissioner of finance, the commissioner of 
finance shall transfer from the employment services contingent fund to the general 
fund in the state treasury the amount certified by the commissioner of finance and 
the commissioner of finance is authorized and directed to make the appropriate 
entries in the records of the respective funds. The commissioner of finance shall 
transmit a duplicate original of the certification to the state treasurer who is 
authorized and directed to make the appropriate entries in his records. 

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1969 c 399 s 51] 
Subd. 5. The term "state forest trust fund lands" as used in this subdivision, 

means any state school lands or other public lands subject to trust provisions un­
der the state constitution and heretofore or hereafter set apart as state forest 
lands as provided by law. 

Beginning July 1, 1955, the commissioner of finance and the state treasurer shall 
keep a separate account of all receipts from the sale of timber or other revenue 
from such state forest trust fund lands, to be known as the state forest suspense 
account, specifying the trust funds interested in such lands and the receipts there­
from, respectively. 

As soon as practicable after the close of each fiscal quarter from and after 
July 1, 1955, the commissioner of finance, upon information supplied by the com­
missioner of natural resources which the commissioner of natural resources is 
herewith directed to furnish, shall determine and certify to the commissioner of 
finance and the state treasurer the total costs incurred by the state during such 
quarter under appropriations theretofore made for the protection, improvement, 
administration, and management of such state forest trust fund lands for forestry 
purposes as authorized by law, specifying the trust funds interested in such lands, 
respectively. 

As soon as practicable after the end of each fiscal year, beginning with the year 
ending June 30, 1956, the commissioner of finance and the state treasurer shall 
distribute the receipts credited to said state forest suspense account during such 
fiscal year as follows: 

(1) The total costs incurred by the state for the purposes aforesaid during 
such fiscal year and certified as hereinbefore provided shall be transferred to a 
special account to be known as the state forest development account. The total 
amount on deposit in the state forest development account is limited to and shall 
not exceed $500,000 in any one fiscal year. Any amount in excess of $500,000 on 
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deposit in the state forest development account on July 1, 1974, shall be transferred 
to the state trust funds in the same manner as provided in clause (2). 

(2) The balance of said receipts shall be transferred to the state trust funds 
concerned in accordance with their respective interests in the lands from which 
the receipts were derived. 

All moneys accruing and credited to said state forest development account from 
time to time are hereby appropriated to the division of lands and forestry in the 
department of natural resources, subject to the supervision and control of the com­
missioner of natural resources, for the purpose of planting, stand improvement, 
and forest development of such state forest trust fund lands for forestry purposes, 
to remain available until expended. 

All the foregoing appropriations herein contained are to be expended subject 
to the provisions of law. No appropriation shall become available for expenditure 
until such estimates as required by law shall have been approved by the commis­
sioner of finance. No obligation involving expenditure of money shall be entered 
into unless there is a balance in the appropriation available not otherwise encum­
bered to pay obligations previously incurred. 

Subd. 6. The term "state trust fund lands," as used in this section, means any 
state school lands or other public lands subject to trust provisions under the state 
constitution. 

Beginning July 1, 1955, the commissioner of finance and the state treasurer shall 
keep a separate account of all receipts derived from the royalties on, or the sale or 
lease of, any minerals from such trust fund lands to be known as the state lands 
and minerals suspense account, specifying the trust funds interested in such lands 
and the receipts therefrom, respectively. 

As soon as practicable after the close of each fiscal quarter after July 1,1955, the 
commissioner of finance, upon the information supplied by the commissioner of 
natural resources, which the commissioner of natural resources is herewith di­
rected to furnish, shall determine and certify to the commissioner of finance and 
the state treasurer the total costs incurred by the state during such quarter under 
appropriations heretofore made for the administration and management of such 
trust fund lands by the division of lands and forestry, or any other agency so 
administering and managing, specifying the trust funds interested in such lands, 
respectively. 

As soon as practicable after the end of each fiscal year beginning with the year 
ending June 30, 1956, the commissioner of finance and the state treasurer shall dis­
tribute the receipts credited to the state lands and minerals suspense account dur­
ing such fiscal year as follows: 

(1) All of the costs incurred by the state for the purposes aforesaid during 
such fiscal year and certified as hereinbefore provided, shall be transferred to the 
general fund as reimbursement for appropriations heretofore made for the pur­
poses aforesaid. The balances of said receipts shall be transferred to the state 
trust funds concerned in accordance with their respective interests in the minerals 
from which the receipts were derived. 

Subd. 7. In case any of the charges imposed upon the provisions of this section 
against any of the funds or receipts enumerated shall be held invalid, it shall not 
affect any other charge made hereunder. In case any of the charges imposed under 
the provisions of this section shall be held by any final determination by competent 
federal authority to conflict with the requirements of any federal grant so as to 
reduce the amount, the fund which otherwise shall be entitled thereunder so much 
of the proceeds of such charge as may be necessary to comply with the require­
ments of such grant are hereby appropriated to the agency concerned for the same 
purpose as the funds against which such charge was made. 

Subd. 8. The commissioner of finance on or after July 1, of each year, begin­
ning July 1, 1958 shall determine the costs of operating during the preceding 
fiscal year of the following state offices and departments, to-wit: The commissioner 
of finance, the state treasurer, the department of administration, and the state per­
sonnel department, which are attributable to the operations of the motor vehicle 
division and the petroleum tax division. The costs of the several state offices and 
departments enumerated above attributable to the operations of the activities of the 
motor vehicle division, as financed from the highway users tax distribution fund, 
and the activities of the petroleum tax division as financed by the highway users 
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tax distribution fund, during the preceding fiscal year hereinafter referred to as 
the attributable amount shall be the amount determined by the commissioner of 
finance as hereinafter provided. 

(a) (1) The motor vehicle division's attributable amount of the cost of operat­
ing the office of the commissioner of finance shall be the percentage of the amount 
of salaries paid to all officers and other employees of the office except those em­
ployees no part of whose salaries are attributable to the operation of the motor 
vehicle division and for all supplies and other expenses which the total number of 
warrants processed by the commissioner of finance for administrative salaries, ad­
ministrative supplies, and expense, and the motor vehicle contingent fund and such 
other appropriations that are now or hereafter financed or reimbursed out of the 
highway users tax distribution fund by the legislature is of the total number of 
warrants issued by the commissioner of finance for all state purposes. 

(2) The petroleum tax division's attributable amount of the cost of operating 
the office of the commissioner of finance shall be the percentage of the amount of 
salaries paid to all officers and other employees of the office except those em­
ployees no part of whose salaries are attributable to the operation of the petroleum 
tax division and for all supplies and other expense which the total number of war­
rants processed by the commissioner of finance for administrative salaries, admin­
istrative supplies and expense, gasoline tax refunds and bond premiums for gaso­
line tax collectors and such other appropriations that are now or hereafter financed 
or reimbursed out of the highway users tax distribution fund by the legislature is 
of the total warrants issued for all state purposes. 

(b) (3) The motor vehicle division's attributable amount of the cost of oper­
ating the office of the state treasurer is the percentage of the amount expended 
for salaries, supplies and expense of the office which the total number of warrants 
accepted on account of the motor vehicle division's appropriations that are now or 
hereafter financed or reimbursed out of the highway users tax distribution fund, 
is of the total of the warrants accepted for all state purposes. 

(4) The petroleum division's attributable amount of the cost of operating the 
office of the state treasurer is that percentage of the amount expended for salaries, 
supplies and expense of the office, which the total number of warrants accepted on 
account of the petroleum division's appropriations which are now or hereafter 
financed or reimbursed out of the highway users tax distribution fund, is of the 
total number of warrants accepted for all state purposes. 

(c) The motor vehicle and petroleum division's attributable amounts of the cost 
of operating the department of finance shall be the total of attributable amounts 
determined as follows: 

(1) The attributable amount of the cost of operating the division of purchases 
is the percentage of the amount expended for salaries, supplies, and expense of 
the division which the number of requisitions for purchases issued for the divi­
sions of motor vehicles and petroleum, is of the total number of requisitions issued 
for all state purposes. 

(2) The attributable amount of the cost of the general administration of the 
department of finance, the budget division, and the budget engineering divi­
sion is the percentage of the amount expended for salaries, supplies, and expenses 
thereof, which the total expenditures of the motor vehicle division, and petroleum 
tax division is of the total expenditures for all state purposes. 

(d) The motor vehicle division's and the petroleum tax division's attributable 
amount of the cost of operating the state personnel department is the percentage of 
the amount expended for salaries, supplies, and expense of the department, which 
the average number of employees of the motor vehicle division, and petroleum tax 
division during the year is of the average number of employees employed by the 
state during the year. 

(e) The motor vehicle division's, and the petroleum tax division's attributable 
amount of the cost of operating the office of the legislative auditor is the amount 
expended by the office for salaries, supplies and expense in connection with audit­
ing the motor vehicle division, and the petroleum tax division. 

(f) The attributable amount of the cost of furnishing utilities, custodial and 
maintenance services in the portion of the state highway department central office 
building occupied by the motor vehicle division by the department of administra­
tion is the actual cost thereof to the department of administration as determined 
by the commissioner of finance. 
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(g) When the commissioner of finance has determined the total attributable 
amount of the cost of the offices and departments enumerated in this subdivision, 
he shall certify the amount so determined to the commissioner of finance. The sev­
eral amounts so certified by the commissioner of finance are hereby appro­
priated from the highway users tax distribution fund to the general fund in the state 
treasury as a reimbursement of moneys expended from the general fund by the sev­
eral state officers and departments enumerated in this subdivision for salaries, sup­
plies and expense expended for services, supplies and expense attributable to motor 
vehicle and petroleum tax matters. Upon receipt of the certification of the commis­
sioner of finance, the commissioner of finance shall transfer from the highway 
users tax distribution fund to the general fund in the state treasury the amount 
certified by the commissioner of finance, and the commissioner of finance is author­
ized and directed to make the appropriate entries in the records of the respective 
funds. The commissioner of finance shall transmit a duplicate original of the certi­
fication to the state treasurer who is authorized and directed to make the appropri­
ate entries in his records. 

Subd. 9. Except as otherwise provided by law, each state department, agency, 
state activity, semi-state activity or board (hereinafter designated as "state agency" 
for the purposes of this section) whose financial affairs are audited by the legisla­
tive auditor shall reimburse the legislative auditor for the cost of such audits. Such 
reimbursements shall be determined by multiplying the actual costs thereof as de­
termined by the legislative auditor by the percentage that the appropriation from 
sources other than the general fund bears to the total of appropriations to 
such state agency. The proceeds of such reimbursement shall be deposited to 
the credit of the legislative auditor's revolving fund and the general fund in the 
state treasury, in the amount which is applicable to each such fund. Such sums of 
money to cover the costs of such audits and available to such state agency are here­
by appropriated for the purpose herein stated. The collection by the legislative 
auditor of the cost of an audit as provided herein may be waived in whole or in 
part by the executive council if the members thereof determine that it is in the 
public interest not to require any state agency to pay for the cost thereof as pro­
vided by this section. If any state agency or the legislative auditor desires that the 
cost of an audit be waived in whole or in part, the matter shall be reported to the 
commissioner of finance who shall then submit the same to the executive council 
together with his recommendations. 

Subd. 10. At least once each year on or after July 1, and at such other times 
as he may deem appropriate, the commissioner of finance, beginning July 1, 
1965, in addition to making the determinations required of him by the provisions 
of this section, may determine the costs of providing, during the preceding 
fiscal year or part thereof, any or all utility services, as defined in section 16.03, 
subdivision 3, to the various departments and agencies of the state whose activities 
are financed wholly or partly with dedicated funds and for which departments and 
agencies utility services were paid from general fund appropriations made to the 
department of finance. As used in the foregoing, dedicated funds shall include, but 
not be limited to, annual appropriations made by the legislature, open, standing, 
continuing, and revolving appropriations, so-called dedicated receipt accounts, 
and federal funds. When the commissioner of administration has determined the 
amount of the cost of such utility services for each department and agency of the 
state he shall certify the amount so determined to the commissioner of finance. 
The several amounts so certified by the commissioner of finance are hereby 
appropriated from the applicable dedicated funds to the general fund in the state 
treasury as a reimbursement of moneys expended from the general fund by the 
department of finance for utility services attributable to such dedicated funds. 
Upon the receipt of the certification of the commissioner of finance, the commis­
sioner of finance shall transfer from the applicable dedicated funds to the gen­
eral fund in the state treasury the amount certified by the commissioner of finance, 
and the commissioner of finance is authorized and directed to make the appropriate 
entries in the records of the respective funds. The commissioner of finance shall 
transmit a duplicate original of the certification to the state treasurer who is author­
ized and directed to make the appropriate entries in his records. 

The commissioner of finance may, in like manner, determine the costs of 
providing any or all such utility services to users, other than departments and 




